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                                                    On April 3, 2024, the DOL, HHS, and IRS (the departments) published final rules (with an accompanying fact sheet) to amend certain requirements regarding fixed indemnity excepted benefits coverage and limited duration insurance. These rules finalize some of the amendments proposed on July 12, 2023. Notably, beginning in 2025, plan sponsors offering fixed indemnity coverage must provide a new consumer protection notice to enrollees.
The final rules follow several Biden Administration Executive O
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                                                    On April 2, 2024, the HHS, CMS, and IRS released the 2025 Notice of Final Benefit and Payment Parameters (the 2025 final rule), an accompanying fact sheet, and, in coordination with the DOL, a related FAQ. The 2025 final rule, which follows a proposed rule issued on November 15, 2023, is primarily directed at health insurers and the ACA marketplace but includes certain information that directly or indirectly impacts group health plans.
Notably, the final rule and FAQ codify that prescription dr
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                                                    On March 24, 2024, in McKee Foods Corporation v. BFP, Inc. dba Thrifty Med Plus Pharmacy, the Sixth Circuit US Court of Appeals (Sixth Circuit) held that McKee Foods’ claims that Tennessee’s “any willing pharmacy” (“any-willing-pharmacy”) laws are preempted by ERISA, and that state law does not require it to include Thrifty Med in its approved network of pharmacies, were not rendered moot following changes to the underlying state laws and other factual developments in the case. The Sixth Circui
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